
SGTNE 
LOCAL SECTION 
MEETINGS 
Details of events planned in April and 
May 1992 arc given below: 

LONDON 
'Industrial uses of molybdenum and 

mngS[en ' is the title of a talk by Dr R 

Sellers, to be given at a joint meeting 
with the Insritute of Metals on Thursday 
April 2. Venue: 1 Carlton House 
Terrace, London S\Xf l Y SDB. 

The annual general nlL"Cring is [Q be 
held on Tuesday May 19. 

MIDLANDS 
On Monday April 6, the Midland 

Section's an nual general meeting will be 

foUowed by a talk encicled 'How was it 

made?' by Mr Cl Hajdamach. The 
venue for this meeting is Pedmore 

House, Ham Lane. Stourbridge. 

NORTHWEST 
The Prince of Wales HOlei, 

Sourhpon is the venue for this year's 
dinner and dance on Friday April 10. 

Tuesday May 5 is the date for this 
Section's annual general meeting, while a 

presentation entitled The Great 
Exhibition of 1851 and the C lysral 

Palace', has been scheduled for Thursday 

May 21. 

SCOTIlSH 
J&B Scodand Ltd, Dumbarton will 

host the Sconish Section's annual general 

meeting on Tuesday April 28. 

YORKSHIRE 
On Thursday April 2, Mr TAY 

Vickers will discuss 'Moulds and 

Johnson RadJey'. And on Thursday 

May 7. Emhart (UK) Ltd of Don caster 
will host the Yorkshire Section's annual 

general meeting. 

PREPARATIONS 
UNDERWAY FOR 1992 
SPRING MEETING 

T he South Lakeland resort of 
Grange-over-Sands is the venue for this 
year's Spring Meeting. 'Designing with 
brittle materials' and 'The glass 
industry for Europe' are the themes of 
concurrent technical symposia. 

In 1992, the SGT's Spring Meeting 
returns to one of the UK's most 

picturesque regions. H eld at the 
Netherwood Hotel, Grange-over-Sands 

from May 13 to 16, itwill follow the 

established pattern of a reception on the 
Wednesday evening, two parallel 

symposia all day Thursday and on Friday 
morning, me annual general meeting on 

Friday afternoon (foUowed this year by 
the presidemial address) and the annual 

dinner and dance on the even ing of 
Friday May 16. 

At the 'Glass industry for Europe' 
symposium, Frank Davies, chief executive 

of Rockware plc will give the keynote 

lecture, emicled 'Toward~ a European 
glass container industry' . Other speakers 

will deal with such wide-ranging topics as 

competition and monopoly, multi

nationals, energy, quali fica tions, qualiry 
and the environment. 

A separate symposium , organised by 
the SGT's Basic Science and Technology 

Conunirree, is enticled ' Designing with 
brinle materials'. The introductory paper, 

'Glass - the ideal engineering material?', 

will be given by Mr J B Colvin of 
Pilkington Glass ConsultantS. Other 
presen tations will address design, fracture, 

erosion and abrasion , strength 
improvement and stress analysis topics. 

In addition to me symposium, an 
exhibition is planned, where several major 

suppliers are expected to participate. 

been reserved at 

nearby Grange 
Hotel. 

HEART OF THE INDUSTRY 
Compassion is still at the heart of 

the glass industry. The North West 
Section's 'Glassmakers' Ball' is more 
than just a prestigious social event - in 
recent years it has been the focus for 
efforts to get help to those who most 
need it. 

Last year, cbe principal guest was 
George Hill of rhe Red Cross, who spoke 
briefly but effectively about the work of 
that organisation in the North West and 
across the world. Nearly 300 people 
heard him and responded with open
hearted generosity. As a result, the 
Section was able co give £2000 to 
support the work. Red Cross wishes to 

thank all those who contributed to that 

rotal; those who gave on the night and 
those individ~als and companies who 
sent gifts before the event. 

This year's dinner and dance takes 
place on Friday April 10 at the Prince 
of Wales Hotel, Southport. Tickets 
(priced at £27.50) are available from 
John Andrews, Pilkingron Glass Ltd, 
Prescot Rd, St Helens, WA1 0 3lT. 
The principal guest is Lawrence Payron, 
chairman of the local group in me 
Guide Dogs for the Blind Association. 
If the heart of the industry is in its 
customary place, we hope mat the event 
will fund the considerable COSt of 
providing and training a guide dog. 

DAVlDMARTLEW 
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LOCAL SECTION 
CONTACTS 

Fo/' details of 
fiHthcoming local 
section events in Jour 
area, contact the 
appropriaJe Honorary 
Secretmy. All SGT 
members and non
members welcome. 

London 
-MrMC Brew, 
UniJed Glass LJd, 
PO/ters Wood, St 
Albans, Herts AI3 
6NY Tet0727 
59261. 

M;dland< 
- Dr G R Mattocks, 
'Whitemead: 18 
Blakebrook, 
f(jdderminstel~ West 
Midland< D Yll 
GAP. Tet 0562 
824153. 

NorthEast 
- Mr J Henderson, 
GB Gum Ltd. 
Lemington, Newcastle 
upon Tyne NE15 
8SX Tet 091 267 
4109. 

North West 
- Dr D Mart/ew, 
Pilkington 
Technology Centre, 
Hall Lane, Lathom, 
Ormskirk, Lanes L40 
5UF. Tet 0695 
54210. 

Scottish 
- Mr DA Rennie, 
United Glass Ltd. 
Glasshouse Loan, 
Alloa FK20 1PD. 
Tet 0259 218822. 

Yorkshire 
-Miss R M Sales, 20 
Blackbrook Drive, 
Sheffield S10 4LS. 
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HISTORIC POWER 
Last January, the North West 

Section visited PowerGen's Fiddler's 

Ferry power station. DAVlD 
MARTLEW reports on die day's 
events. 

Bitterly cold winds have swept 
along the Mersey for centuries. Eight 

hundred years ago, the Lord of the 

Manor ofPenketh sought to avoid 
long cold horseback journeys by 

establishing a ferry to take ttavellers 
across to the Manot of Moore on the 

south bank. The landowner's Ilame ~ 

Adam le Vieleur - was anglicised to 
'violer' and then to 'fiddler', providing 

the name 'F iddler's Ferry' . The ferry 

lasted for 700 yeats, the pub of the 
same name somewhat longer. Today, 

though, the name is claimed by 
PowetGen's large power station on the 

site. 

SGT STAFF PROFILE 
The SGT's 'Thornton' head 

office in Sheffield has four staff 
members. In the first of a series of 

reports, SGT News profiles 
managing editor, Derek 
Hawlcsworth. 

Derek Hawksworth gained a 
scholarship to King Edward VII 

Grammar School, Sheffield, in 1939 
and took classics. Intent on a career in 
the merchant service, he also joined tile 

Sea Cadets. Circumstances prevented 
Derek's career plans from being 

fulfilled and after two enjoyable years' 
National Service in the Royal Navy, he 

joined the Sheffield City Libraries. 
where he served for 14 years. During 

this time he obtained his professional 

qualifications and gained promotion, 

When first built in the early 1960s, 
Fiddler's Ferry made history in the region 

as che largest coal-fired station to date. 

With its four 500MW generating sets, the 
station could meet che electricity needs of 

two million people (that 's more than 

Liverpool and Manchester pur together!). 
When the North West Section visited the 

site this January, members shivered as 

freezing fog was blown in tatters round 
the looming bulk of che cooling cowers. 

The welcome was warm, however and we 
are indebted to the station manager, Bob 

Neish, for giving an excellent introductory 

talk. He explained some of the impact 

which privatisation has had on the 
electricity supply illdustly; generating 

costs are significantly less than predicted 
and plant downtime has been reduced. 

PowerGen operates in a competitive 
market environment, selling its power to 

mainly in public lending departments, 
until he was librarian of one of the largest 

libraries in the city. 

In May 1962, Oerek Hawkswonh 

joined the SGT and served as assistam 
secretary/assistant editor until, on January 
1 this year, the office was reorganised in 

preparation for his retirement early in 

1993. His responsibilities are now purely 
editorial, wich the title of managing editor; 

the SGT is actively engaged in seeking a 
successor. 

In recognition of his service, Council 

e1ecced Derek a Fellow of the Society last 
October. Of all the acknowledgements 

chat could have been made, this honour 

has given him and his wife the greatest 

pleasure. 
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regional electricity companies (for example 

the old MANWEB) and also to large 
industrial users such as the glass industry. 

As we walked around the station, the 

dominant impression was onc of scale: To 

burn 18 train loads of coal every day, you 
need some very heavy engineering! All 

18,000 tonnes of coal must be ground to 
the consistency of talcum powder and 
burnt in eight boilers, each 40ft by 60ft 
high. Fly ash from dlC boilers forms a 

usable by-product (for high strength 
concrete and engineering grade plastics) 

and even low grade waste heat comribuces 
to rhe comfort of some domesticated fish. 

Stringent new environmental 
legislation could be a headache - to fit 
desulphurisation plant to treat the stack 
gases would cost about the same as a 

complete gas-fired power station! That 
said, iflow sulphur coal can be used, it 
would work out cheaper to refurbish the 

existing station. All in all, this was a good 
visit which left us with the impression that 

electricity is alive and well under the new 

regIme. 

GLASS 
SELLERS 
AWARD 1992 

In 1980, the Worshipful 
Company of Glass Sellers of 
London instituted an award 
for an "outstanding 
contribution to the art, craft, 
science or technology of 
glass". Presented annually, 
the award is administered by 
the SGT. 

Submissions for this 
year's Award, which is in the 
art and craft area, are invited 
for items which are 
"predominandy made of 
glass but excluding stained 
glass and ... have been created 
(within the past two years)". 
Entry forms are available 
from the SGT office. 


