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SGT news

Glassmaking literature kept alive

through the SGT
One of the SGT’s many activities is the publishing of conference
proceedings and books. While in some cases the books have
been written decades, or even centuries ago, their principles and
theories remain applicable today and therefore the Society plays
an essential role in reviving them for the modern glassmaking
industry. Some of its available titles are discussed.

T
he SGT publishes definitive texts on glass
and related areas, including translations of
renowned historic essays, technical books

for universities and colleges, and specialist works
for industry. 

The Art of Glass
Professor Michael Cable has edited a new
collected volume, including the renowned
translation by Christopher Merrett of L’Arte
Vetraria by Antonio Neri. Merrett translated the
Italian's book in 1662, adding his own
observations which were almost as long as the
original text. ‘The world's most famous book on
glassmaking’ was then quickly translated into
Latin, German, French and Spanish and was
used as a reference source for glassmakers for the
next 100 years.

To mark the book’s 300th year, Professor W E S
Turner read a paper to the 1962 Annual General
Meeting: ‘A notable British 17th century
contribution to the literature of glassmaking’,
which was later published in Glass Technology.
This has been included in the volume as well as
a preface by the editor. The volume reproduces
the original layout of The Art of Glass.

Paperback £25.00 (£20.00 for SGT members
and ICG affiliate members)

Ceramics and Glass: A basic
technology
Artist and educator Charles Bray brings together
ceramics and glass because there is much
information, normally attributed to one area,
which seriously affects the other. The book has
been written for students, potters and

glassmakers working individually or in small
studios. It is intended to be a source of
understandable information.

Paperback £10.00 (£7.50 for SGT members),
hardback £15.00 (£12.50 for SGT members)

Practising Stained Glass Safely
Martin Stanton Harris prepared this book to
promote a safer place of work for anyone who,
now or in the future, intends to find
employment in stained glass work. It is a useful
guide to highlight the dangers when working
with hazardous materials in everyday use and
generate safer working practices, ensuring the
continuation of this ancient art form.

Paperback £5.50 (£5.00 for SGT members)

The Window Glass Makers of St Helens
Ron Parkin produced a record of window
glassmaking by Pilkington Brothers, at Grove
Street, St Helens from 1826 to 1952. It is wholly
about the sheet and rolled glassmaking factory
known as Sheet Works, located in St Helens only
a short distance from the town centre. It was the
birth place of the company of Pilkington
Brothers, originally founded as the St Helens
Glass Company.

Paperback £12.50 (£7.50 for SGT members)

Basic Optical Stress Measurement in
Glass
Howard McKenzie and Russell Hand introduce
the practical methods used to measure stress in
glass. Users of photo-elastic techniques in the
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“It is a useful
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glass industry, both in day-to-day quality
assurance and in more specialist fault-finding
applications, will find that the information in
this book is relevant to their needs and provides
an improved understanding of the
measurements being made.

Paperback £27.50 (£17.50 for SGT members) 

Raw Materials for Glass Melting
Bo Simmingsköld created this practical guide,
translated by Roy Wright and Knud Teisen, on
raw materials used in glass melting to those
concerned with batch handling, glass melting,
glass compositions and the purchase of raw
materials. Contents include: Materials index;
raw material descriptions; conversion factors for
common raw materials; batch calculations; and
examples of colorant combinations for coloured
glasses.

Paperback £22.50 (£12.50 for SGT members)

Refractories in the glass industry
A collection of reports from the SGT’s refractories
technical committee, reprinted from Glass
Technology. Seven papers discuss: Aluminosilicates;
silica refractories; feeder and forehearth
refractories; special refractories; basic refractories;
insulation; and fusion cast refractories. 

Paperback £8.00 (£5.00 for SGT members)

Glass Furnaces: Design, Construction
and Operation
Written by W Trier (translated by K L
Lowenstein), the technical criteria, descriptions
and designs of all furnace types for the many
kinds of glasses are described.

Paperback £75.00 (£65.00 for SGT members)

Stones and Cord in Glasses
The origins of stones and cord, techniques for
their evaluation and a number of case histories
are explained by Colin Clark-Monks and John
Parker. Identification of the various categories of
stone and cord are provided in the 86 plates
included in the book. 

Paperback £35.00 (£30.00 for SGT members) 

Coloured Glasses
By W A Weyl. The theories of colour in glasses
are related to their structure and constitution.
First published in 1951, fifth reprint in 1999. 

Paperback £35.00 (£30.00 for SGT members) 

Bosc D’Antic on Glass Making
Translated by Michael Cable. The second in the
ongoing series on how the understanding of
glassmaking advanced. Paul Bosc D’Antic was a
Protestant physician who became fascinated by
glassmaking and gained influential friends that
gave him the task of improving the manufacture
of plate glass at Saint-Gobain in 1755. He spent
two years there before being dismissed but
continued to make his career in glassmaking. He

wrote extensively and very readably on
glassmaking and several other subjects, in papers
published between 1758 and the appearance of
his Collected Works in 1780. 

Paperback £25.00 (£20.00 for SGT members) 

Early Nineteenth Century Glass
Technology in Austria and Germany
Translated by Michael Cable. This volume is the
third in a series that demonstrates how advances
in science, especially chemistry, influenced the
development of glass melting practice from the
middle of the 17th century to almost the middle
of the 19th century.

Paperback £25.00 (£20.00 for SGT members)

Old English Glass House
By Francis Buckley. The history and heritage
special interest group of the SGT commissioned
this collection as the first in a series. The papers
were all researched and written by Francis
Buckley and originally published in the Journal
of the Society of Glass Technology in the 1920s.
Buckley compiled a listing of glassworks built in
the UK after 1696 until the early part of the
19th century. One of the fascinations of
Buckley's papers is that he not only lists his
references, he states what they are, giving
additional information to that in the main text. 

Paperback  £20.00 (£15.00 for SGT members)

Glass Blowing
Charles Bray produced this practical guide to
glass blowing from the furnace, covering:
Founding and batch melting; equipment and
tools; the blowing process, including gathering,
marvering forming and the use of punties;
handles, air twists, threading, casing and mould
blowing; antique glass and bullions, reduction,
annealing and compatibility; seeds, stones and
cords; colloids, colour, iridescence and enamels;
sandblasting, sandcasting, engraving and
cutting; adverturines, opal glass and various
glass recipes.

Paperback £25.00 (£20.00 for SGT members)

Apsley Pellatt on Glass Making
By Apsley Pellatt Sr & Apsley Pellatt Jr, edited by
Michael Cable. Apsley Pellatt (1791–1863) was a
well-known London glassmaker who took over
the family firm in 1826 on the death of his
father. Early in his career he developed a
technique for encapsulating ceramic medallions
in glass. He is chiefly remembered for his
Curiosities of Glass Making, published in 1849,
which he addressed to the interested public. In
it he explained the methods used to make many
different types of glass ware.

This volume, the fourth in this chronological
series, includes all known publications by Apsley
Pellatt and his father, who has until now been
ignored in the literature.

Paperback £25.00 (£20.00 for SGT members). �
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